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Students Put their Minds to the Test
By Kaytlen Hartley
During the month of April students took the MAP test. The MAP test is
used to determine if students have learned throughout the year the
skills needed to master their learning standards. The three grades at
elementary who take the MAP test are third, fourth, and fifth.
Fifth grade students are tested over three different subjects: science,
ELA , and math. One of the most fun things about MAP testing is the
snacks students get to eat before testing. Students get to have granola
bars, crackers, chips, and drinks. Some of the fifth-grade class’s favorite part about testing was switching the specials classes art, gym, music, and library to the end of the day. Hopefully all the grades did an
amazing job on the MAP test!

Habit Seven:
Sharpen the Saw
Balance Feels BesT!
“I go to sleep early and wake up
to a good and healthy breakfast.”
- Madison Penberthy
“I play basketball and volleyball
because I find it fun!”
- Kinley Smith
“I listen to the grownups in my
life.”
- Brooke Whited

By Trinity Ashby

“I make sure I get exercise to
keep my body healthy.”

What does it mean to be a PAL? PAL stands for Positive Attitude
Leader. It means a lot to be chosen to be a PAL in fifth grade.

- Devon Weathers

Students know that it means a lot to be chosen, so when you receive
the envelope from Mrs. Newman stating that you have been chosen
it will make you really happy. Mrs. Newman and Mrs. Watson are
the amazing leaders of our PAL’s club. PALs help out with events during ASAP and also with our monthly assemblies.

“I make sure to turn my work in
on time so I do not get in trouble.”

This year’s PAL’s include
Daniel Moneymaker,
Bradey Buhrmester, Nolan
Rawson, Trinity Ashby,
Tucker Lawson, Tallulah
Lyons-Jahn, Miranda Storie, Sierra Godat, James
Kirchoff, and Jaliyah Parham (moved).

- Rory McBride
“I get a type of exercise everyday
through either running club, volleyball, softball, or marathons with
my mom.”
- Grace Barton
“I play outside with family and
friends, and also play basketball. I
try to not spend much time in
front of the TV.”
- Kaytlen Hartley
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Classroom Spotlights
Mrs. Simily’s Kindergarten Class
Favorite Class Activity: Fun Friday
Favorite Summer Activity: Swimming

Student Spotlight:
Ava Coleman for habit number
three, put first things first. Ava is
an EXCELLENT student! She actually could be an example for every habit! She is sweet, caring, a good
friend, helpful, and smart!

Mrs. Goeller’s First-Grade Class
Favorite Class Activity: Workstations
Favorite Summer Activity: Swimming

Student Spotlight:
Nikalas Schilly for habit number one,
be proactive. Nikalas is always making good choices! He chooses to do the
right thing even when he is not asked to. He is also a great friend to others!

Mrs. White’s Second-Grade Class
Favorite Specials Class: P.E.
Favorite Summer Activity: Swimming

Student Spotlight :
Jase Miller for habit number one, be
proactive. Jase always does the right
thing no matter what. He knows
what’s right and always stands up to others about doing what’s right in a
nonjudgmental way. Jase never creates or resolves issues with conflict.
Jase has 100% good behavior 100% of the time!
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Classroom Spotlights

Emma Ruble for habit number one, be
proactive! Emma is the kind of person
that does good things, even when no one
is around. She is responsible and always turns in her work on time. She
is thought of highly by her classmates. Emma is a pleasure to have in class!

Mrs. Rawson’s Fourth-Grade Class
Favorite Book:

Number the Stars and Tales of a 4th Grade Nothing

Favorite Summer Activity: Swimming

Student Spotlight:
Ashlynn Kennedy for habit number
three, put first things first. Ashlynn is
such an all-around good student. She’s
helpful, kind, and a hard worker.

Mrs. Choate’s Fifth-Grade Class
Favorite Specials Class: P.E.
Favorite Summer Activity: Camping
Student Spotlight :
Ashley Daly for habit number three,
put first things first. Ashley always
tries her best in everything she does. If she doesn’t understand, she asks
questions. She’s well liked by her classmates and understands what it
means to be kind and a good friend. Ashley is a student who really exemplifies all the habits!
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How Do you Keep Balance?
By Madison Penberthy
At the end-of-the month assembly for March we talked about our
topic of the month. The month of March was all about kindness.
Kindness isn’t just being kind, its about showing respect to others
and showing what you can do for others.
March also focused on Habit Number Seven: sharpen the saw. The Brody Simily and Caidence Bukeima in the
Third grade play.
third grade put on a fun play for the whole school. During their
play they showed us how to find balance in our lives. The first way was when the main character did not have balance in their life. They were staying up late not getting enough sleep,
not getting any exercise, being tired, not thinking about work, and getting low grades.
Then the second part of the play gave examples of how she
was able to find balance by going to sleep at an early time,
getting a lot of exercise, spending time with friends, and focusing on their homework to get good grades. Overall everyone learned a lot and enjoyed it!
Kindergarten classes dancing to the Bunny Hop

We also talked about what April will be focused on, friendship. The month of April will be all about how you can be friendly to others. Mrs. Yount also
announced “shout-outs” of kids who were caught being kind or being a friend. At the end of
the assembly Mr. Watson and Mrs. Basler showed dance videos that were lead by the PALs,
and the whole school was up dancing and laughing.

By Kaytlen Hartley

At the end of the month assembly for April we wrapped up what the students had learned
through the whole year about the Seven Habits. The second-grade classes made a presentation, with videos and pictures showing each habit, explaining what the habit meant, and then
examples of how to accomplish each habit with other classmates. They did such a great job
making the little videos!
After the second grade’s presentation was finished, Mrs. Yount talked about being kind and
respectful to others and how April’s theme was friendship. Mrs. Yount also announced
“shout-outs” for the month of April.
By using the seven habits and all the character education students have learned this year,
West County Elementary is sure to “Be the BEST they can be!”
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April: Friendship Month Students Hunt for Hidden Easter Eggs
“A good friend is nice to others, kind, and
plays with others at recess.”
-Adam Huff, 3rd grade
“Helping others, like if they fall down, I
help them back up!”
- Peyton Robinson, 3rd grade

“I can be a good friend by playing with
the people who are alone”
- Elizabeth Hernandez, kindergarten
“A good friend is someone who doesn’t
say mean things, and if someone is left
out, they make sure to ask them to play
with you..”

- Cameron Morgan, 1st grade

Creative Kids in Art Club
By Brooke Whited
The Art Club is an after-school program that fourth and fifth-grade
students can sign up for. Mrs.
Ramirez teaches the club. Students
mold clay, paint by throwing balloons filled with paint, papiermâché, and many other fun projects. Students have to wear old
clothes so they don’t get their nice
ones dirty! When projects are finished Mrs. Ramirez hangs them in
the hallway or students get to take
them home.

By: Rory McBride
The Easter egg hunt was on March
29. Kindergarten and first-grade classes had the hunt, but the rest of the
grades got to do something fun. Sadly, the hunt was held inside because
of rain but all the students had a lot
of fun. As soon as the teachers yelled Jaxon Miller checks out his prizes!
“Go!” all the eggs were gone! The
eggs were filled with candy and small toys.
All the students were really nice and gave each other eggs and didn’t
cry when they didn’t
get the egg they
wanted. Overall the
teachers and students
enjoyed the Easter
egg hunt.

Spotlight on Mrs. Newman
By Trinity Ashby
Mrs. Newman has been a title
teacher for 30 years. She has never been a classroom teacher before. She has also worked at a
pharmacy and the Daily Journal
before teaching. Mrs. Newman
has one son who graduated from
West County. She became a
Mrs. Newman helping Landon Wigger
teacher because she thought it
would be a great job and her mom told her she would make a great
teacher. Mrs. Newman has so many amazing memories about working
here at West County. She explained she couldn’t just pick one.
Her hobbies are making things for people and she like to go kayaking.
She started PALs because she and Mrs. Watson thought that it would
be good to have a group of students to help teach about character education. She also decided to become the Prayer Pups sponsor because
she wanted to be a part of the Young Faith in Christ group that tells
children about Jesus.
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Spotlight on Mr. Collins
By Brooke Whited
Mr. Collins has worked at
West County as a substitute
teacher and ASAP teacher
for two years. He has only
taught at West County Elementary but would like to
work at West County Middle
School. His favorite activity
to teach are reading and writing. He became a teacher because his family inspired him. His favorite books
to read are about sports. His hobbies are working
out, playing video
games, and having
dinner with his wife.
Mr. Collins has a variety of favorite foods:
hot wings, cheese
steak, grilled salmon, Mia Perkins, Bianca Cavelli and Lacey
and ice cream.
LaMarr pose with Mr. Collins.

Spotlight on Mrs. White
By Madison Penberthy
Ms. White has been
working at West County for 19 years. She
taught fifth grade and
second grade. She
loves being a teacher.
Originally she wanted
to be a counselor, but
one of her teachers
told her she would be
a great teacher. Some
of her favorite memories here are when Mr. Watson
was taped to the wall, held a python, and when he
kissed a pig! Before she worked at West County she
worked at a gas station and in home health. On the
weekends she loves to hang out with her children Emerson and Emalyn, her lovely twins. She is also a foster
parent to two boys, Konner and Kayden Maybery, who
she loves in her heart like her own.

Spotlight on Mrs. Heberlie
By Rory McBride
Mrs. Heberlie has been working at West County for 15
years. She has taught kindergarten, first grade, and
third grade. The only other place she has worked at is
North County school. She explained the reason she likes
Harry Potter so much, is because she thinks it’s magical.
She really feels that it is cool that they can go to different worlds and explore them through the books. Her favorite movie is Harry Potter. She stated that she wanted to become a teacher because she
wanted to help children learn to read because as a child she struggled in reading. She said
that her favorite memories at West County are all the funny stories her students tell her. Mrs.
Heberlie’s hobbies are anything outdoors.
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Field Day

Jacob White, Parker Therrell, and Ryder Yount show it doesn’t
matter what class you’re in you can still cheer for each other!

Miranda Storie Shows off her ribbons!

Trinity Ashby and Aslee Garza enjoy
their last field day.

Mrs. Landrigan’s Second Grade Class

Olivia Prussia and Reece
Hobbs are all smiles!

Alex Northrup and Emery Becker
having fun on kindergarten field day.

Spotlight on Mr. Simily
By Nolan Rawson

Mr. Simily has been teaching gym for eight years and was a
fourth grade teacher for five years. He has never worked anywhere besides West County. Coach Simily played baseball in college. He became a
West County teacher
because he enjoys working with kids and wants to
give back to the community. His best memory at
West County is when got to throw the first pitch at
the Cardinals game! His hobbies are coaching, playing golf, and talking wrestling with Josh Denny in
fifth grade. He will be at middle school next year and
will be greatly missed at the elementary!
Mr. Abel, Coach Simily, Josh Denny, and Mr. Buhrmester
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VolleyBall
By Grace Barton
When students go into fifth
grade they have the opportunity to sign up for Nicky Simily’s volleyball
team. She will teach students how to set,
bump, spike and serve. Girls play games against

Cleaning out your closets?
More purses than you know what to do with?

other schools. Sometimes they even do volleyball cheers! One training skill learned is to go in

Donate those old purses to the school

a circle trying to keep the ball in the air without

to make feminine hygiene kits

hitting the floor or else the players start over.

to hand out to our older students!

For those who like volleyball, make sure to
check this out! The girls this year had so much

Drop off purses at any West County school for

fun.

Kaley Holbert by the end of summer school!

CARDINALS GAME
Sunday, July 29

Spotlight on Mrs. Buhrmester
By Kaytlen Hartley

Mrs. Buhrmester is a kind, smart, and a funny teacher so that’s
Game starts at 7:05 pm why interviewing her was a lot of fun. Mrs. Buhrmester has
been teaching first grade for 15 years! Her hobbies include
Cardinals
spending time with her family, shopping, going to church, and
collecting purses. Her best memory at West County was her
vs.
first year teaching and
later seeing those stuChicago Cubs
dents that she taught
graduate from high
Tickets are $30
school. She also said
that if she wasn’t workLeft Field Loge
ing at West County she
Students are selling tickets,
would love to be a gosor you can buy directly
pel/country singer. And
from Ms. Hartenberger.
last but not least, her
Contact:
students love her and appreciate the work she’s done for
dhartenberger@wcr4.org them. Mrs. Buhrmester is a very good teacher!
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Students Explore and learn about the Mines
By Madison Penberthy
On May 8, fifth graders went on an exciting field trip. First, students went to Park Hills Mines. Students were taken on tours in
three groups. The tour guides took each group to start at different places. Those in the first group went to a room filled with
tools they used for the mines. Each tool was explained to the
students how it was used. The second group went to the gift
shop. In the gift shop room there were rocks that students could touch
and rocks that glow in the dark. After that the last place was a theater
where students watched a movie about the mines. After the Park Hills
mines the students went to the Park Hills park and ate lunch and played.
The last place of the day was the Bonne Terre Mines . Students were
split into two groups. The first group went down into the mines, and a
guide explained about how the mines were built and the tools the miners
used. Water was runinng down the rocks, and there were bridges to
cross over the deep water. While the first group was in the mines the
second group visited the gift shop. Overall everyone had a great day!
Devon Weathers, Olivia Smith, Alizabith
Fitzwater, and Kylie Gabrian taking a rest.

Running Club
By Devon Weathers

By Nolan Rawson

The attendance party
was for good attendance and behavior.
This attendance party
had a big variety of
games and activities.
There was a jelly
bean challenge: a
bowl of jelly beans Colton Wills and Andrew Ketcherside
and a spoon, then
take the Jelly Bean Challenge!
students used the
spoon to scoop the jelly
beans into a different
bowl . There was also
an Easter egg fitness. In
each plastic egg there
was a note that had a
type of fitness task.
Students also got to
make and eat
Lucas Abel shows off his snack creation.
snacks.

Running club is an after-school program. In
running club students run for an hour. Students run outside, in the gym, and upstairs.
They do warm-ups, butt-kicks, power-skips,
high-knees, and also jog.
The coaches are Coach Malloy, Coach Hovic,
and Mrs. Stevens. They are really nice and
makes the students better every day. The
group can run longer and harder than they
ever did.
I am a runner in running club, and you can get
ready for cross country next year. I suggest
running club to other people who like to run.
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Preschoolers Graduate, Ready for Kindergarten!

Third-Grade Students Enjoy
the Butterfly House

Morning Class:

Afternoon Class:

Alaina Abel, Eli Allen, Bradlee
Crump, Vincent DeClue, Maxwell
Dye, Billy Francis, Joey Francis,
Hadley Hobbs, Leena Holifield,
Nicholas Knowles, Kiah Laster,
Lane Lynch, Bentley Meader, Cambrey Merrill, Jacob Renshaw,
Shalynn Queen, River Smith, and
Teagan Wilkins.

Gracie Ancona, Elijah Barlow,
Paisley Boyer, Boe Brock, Maci
Dotterweich, Grant Geile, Kiah
Hewitt, Miah Horton, Brantly
Meinershagen, Addison Province,
Alivia Pruitt, Nicholas Read, Joseph Stephens, Emalyn White,
Emerson White, and Aubrie
Whited.

Talyn Halter, Grace Lynch, and Isabella Rasnick enjoy the
rides of the day.

Fourth- Grade Students Experience the YMCA
By Cate White
On Tuesday, May 15 fourth-grade students took a field trip
to the YMCA in Potosi. When students arrived they went to
the park. After the park, students were taken on a boat ride.
Students enjoyed lunch at the YMCA buffet. After eating
lunch students had a choice to
go on a hike or go back to the
park. At the park students had a
choice of mini golf, sand volleyball, chess, tetherball, shuffle
board, and ping pong.
Students enjoy sand volleyball!

Mason Williams and Wyatt Roth challenge
each other at chess while Chloe Radford
and Michael Rottler observe.

Daxton Johnson takes a rest on the butterfly bench.

Mrs. Heberlie’s class is ready for the Butterfly House!

August Collinsworth and Trinity Driscoll
bundle up for the boat ride.

Collyn Misuraco finds a blue butterfly!
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By Kinley Smith

After testing for the month of April students enjoyed a day of
fun out on the baseball field. At the MAP barbecue students
played in a kickball tournament. Students also could play soccer and whiffle ball. There was a water fight that got everyone wet! Some of the favorite activities were jumping in the
bounce house, an air based t-ball game, and a western showdown game.
Prestyn Robinson showing his skills at Tee-Ball!

Students had their choice of lots of yummy food like hot dogs,
chips, apples, carrots, and Oreos. For beverages students had a
choice of soda or water. Overall all the students had an awesome time!
Kyle Lashley looking for a homerun!

Elementary Honor Choir Sings and Rides Roller Coasters!
By Brooke Whited
On May 5, Ms. Hartenberger took the Honor Choir to the Music
in the Parks Festival at Six Flags. The Choir sang two songs for
Judges. Tongo by Greg Gilpin, a Polynesian folk song and On Silver Tipped Wings by Mark Patterson. After singing, students
were checked out by parents and the rest went back to the bus
to eat their sack lunches with Ms. Hartenberger and Ms. Cheryl.
Students who stayed with Ms. Hartenberger got to ride the Log
Flume, Thunder River, Pandemonium, Mine Train, Swings, Spinsanity, and the Joker! Then after
leaving the park, students had McDonalds for dinner. Honor Choir goes every spring and has a
great time.

Daxton Johnson, Jacob Lawson, and
Maddison Wells after the Log Flume.

Destiny Menke, Amy Well, Brooke Whited, Mariah Tramble, Mia Perkins, and Bianca Cavelli enjoy the Swings
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Spotlight on Mr. Watson
By Devon Weathers

Mr. Watson has worked at West County Elementary for 28 years.
The first eight years he was a third-grade teacher, and then he
has worked for 20 years as the principal. Mr. Watson also has
his own lawn business. He has three children, all are boys, and
all have graduated from West County. Mr. Watson explained
that he became a teacher to work more with kids, and then became a principal because the counselor said he would be very
good at it. His best memory is when West County won the gold
star prize for being the best school in Missouri. Mr. Watson’s
hobbies are beekeeping, fishing, and farming. He described the
best part about beekeeping as getting to eat the sweet honey.
Mr. Watson said when he retires he is going to do more gardening, farming, and beekeeping.

A Night with the Saint Louis Symphony at Powell Hall

Dates to Remember

By Grace Barton

Students who were involved in Ms.
Hartenberger’s after-school clubs had the
opportunity to buy tickets to a special
event at Powell Symphony Hall. Twice a
year the Symphony performs the music to
a Harry Potter movie. The movie the students went to see on April 7 was Harry
Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. It was
Students who went with Ms. Puller and
Ms. Hartenberger.
really cool to see instruments that played the
music. They used professional singers for a large choir. While the symphony
was playing and the choir sang, the movie was playing on a large screen.
At the concessions there was “Harry Potter
ButterBeer,” the famous non-acholic butterscotch drink from the books and movies. West
County had really good seats; they were really
high and could see the symphony of about 120
people and the choir of 100 singers. Everyone
who went had so much fun!

May
18– Last Day/Early Out!!
24– Summer School Starts
28– NO Summer School!

June
1– K-2nd Inflatable Day
1– 3rd-5th Meramec Springs
1-3 - Special Olympics
Springfield
8– K-5th Farmington
Water Park
15- K-5 YMCA
19- Last Day of Summer
School
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WCE Provides Fun for All on ASAP Night
By Trinity Ashby
On Friday, April 20, the elementary hosted a combined ASAP event. In the cafeteria was the
Build & Grow, in the hallways the art show, and at the end of the night the spring concert was
held in the gymnasium.
In the cafeteria during Build & Grow, each student picked a kit to make with their family. The
kits were donated by Lowe’s . Next year the shop class is going to make birdhouse kits for the
Build & Grow night! Each kit contained everything needed to make the item, participants only

needed to bring a hammer! In the kitchen they served pizza, cookies, and drinks. The PALs
helped serve those at the event.
The hallways were lined with the artwork of each student from this year. Mrs. Callahan worked
very hard to display our students’ hard work! You could even leave a sticky note message for
your favorite artists!
The night ended with the spring concert in the gymnasium directed by Ms. Hartenberger. The
fourth and fifth grade played four recorder songs. Then the Instrumental Group played three
songs, showing the different sizes of recorders and mallet instruments. The Honor Choir sang

songs, including the two they were taking to the Six Flags Festival, and then finally the fourth
and fifth grade ended the night singing songs from the fifties. Everyone had a great time!

Fourth Grade: Brooke Whited, Cate White
Fifth Grade: Kinley Smith, Trinity Ashby, Kaytlen Hartley, Nolan Rawson, Devon Weathers,
Rory McBride, Grace Barton, Madison Penberthy
Layout Editor-in-Chief: Ms. Hartenberger
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